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EVALUATION CRITERIA



COMMENTS
	1) Clear purpose (thesis) and audience

· Paper fulfills the assignment: solid argument about the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of a design

· Argument is well suited to audience

· Analysis shows awareness of user-centered design
	

	2) Logical organization

· Title that points to thesis

· Logical overall organization

· Introduction that provides context and direction

· Effective paragraphing—clear connections between paragraphs and among sentences within paragraphs 

· Headings, if appropriate


	

	3) Good development of ideas

· Clear explanations

· Evidence to support assertions (research from reliable sources, user observations, user interviews, etc.)

· Worthwhile insights


	

	4) Appropriate use of visual communication
· Page layout designed for readability

· Effective use of figures (tables, graphs, photos, sketches, etc.)

· Integration of graphics and text (effective placement of figures; appropriate references to them & useful captions)


	

	5) Effective, professional writing style

· Clear, concise sentences

· Precise vocabulary; appropriate tone

· Proper citations

· Correct grammar and punctuation (e.g., no comma splices, incorrect shifts in tense or voice, errors in pronoun agreement or reference) 


	


GRADING STANDARDS

· An “A” paper: demonstrates mastery of all areas

· “A-“ through “B” papers: show awareness of all areas but weaknesses in some

· “B-“ through “C-“ papers: show major failings in one or more areas

· “D” papers: largely ignore the four elements; may be narrative or simply descriptive rather than analytical

· An “F” paper: fails to meet any of the objectives for the assignment 

