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Freshman Seminar

Professor Enteen

Essay #1 Draft Workshop

Name of Editor: ______________________________

Name of Draft Writer: _________________________________

EDIT ALONG WITH GRADING SHEET

-What is the thesis statement or argument for this paper? Is it successfully argued? Underline it in the text.

- Please write the topic of each paragraph on the back of this page or under the paragraphs on the draft.  Note which paragraphs could be better developed. Give suggestions for at least one paragraph (more if necessary). 

-Does the introductory paragraph introduce the topic? Does it narrow into the thesis sentence? Make suggestions on the draft if necessary.

-Does the conclusion function to end the paper. It should show that the point has been proven, does it? Make suggestions on the draft if necessary.

-Examine each quote. Do they help prove the argument? Are they close read well? Can you think of better quotes or offer a suggestion for enhancing the quotes they chose? Name at least one suggestion. 

Are the quotes in the proper form? Correct if they are not.

--Are the quotes used in such a way as to advance the argument? Each quote should be analyzed and CLOSE READ. Mark the ones that are not. Offer further analysis for at least two quotes to help the author think through their close reading.

Essay #3 Draft Workshop

Name of Editor: ______________________________

Name of Draft Writer: _________________________________

GRADE ALONG WITH GRADING SHEET

-Underline Thesis sentence in the text. Is it a thesis that is narrow and useful and the best possibly worded for this essay? READ WHOLE PAPER AND SUGGEST ANOTHER, Tighter THESIS!

- Note which paragraphs could be better developed. Give suggestions for at least one paragraph (more if necessary). LOOK CAREFULLY FOR TRANSITIONS AND, beyond topic sentences, sentences that move the argument along. Does each paragraph end with a completed thought? Does this thought advance the argument set forth in the thesis?

-Do Intros and Conclusions function as they should? If not, make suggestions to help the writer! 

-Are the quotes in the proper form? (Correct if they are not). Examine each quote. Do they help prove the argument? Can you think of better quotes or better ways to use these quotes? Name at least one suggestion.

--Are the quotes used in such a way as to advance the argument? Each quote should be analyzed and CLOSE READ. Mark the ones that are not. Offer further analysis for quotes close read if you can. Offer a better passage that describes the term defined if you can.

-Here are some common writing problems with essay #1. Check the paper and highlight any—suggesting better phrasing, considering each of the following:

· Redundancy

· Empty or inflated words

· passive voice" or sentences starting “It is…” or “There are”

· Balancing items in a series

· Shifts in tense

Illogical connections

· No referents for pronouns

· Split infinitives

· Sentence variety

· Combining choppy sentences

· Varying sentence openings

· Low diction including clichés.

