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Chapter 22 in your EDC textbook outlines the requirements for the SQ Persuasive Essay.  This supplement supercedes the general instructions in the textbook. Requirements that differ from the textbook are indicated below.
CONTENT OF SPRING QUARTER PERSUASIVE ESSAY

The EDC spring quarter essay focuses on persuasion. For this assignment, you will write a 2-4 page critical review, recommending a product or system from a design point of view or dissuading the reader from purchasing the product or system. You will write the review with a specific publication in mind, and you will format your review to meet the needs of your target publication.  While you are not required to submit your review for actual publication, be aware when choosing your topic and venue that publication is a possibility I encourage you to consider seriously.

Examples

Professional examples are available in our section’s Assignments folder on CMS, including comparisons of different publications.

Choosing a topic

Requirements and advice are the same as in your textbook.

Deciding on an audience

Your choice of publication for your review will help you to determine your audience.  For instance, a review of PhotoShop for Digital Photography Review will reach an audience of serious amateurs and professional photographers, while a review for PC Magazine will reach a more general audience.

Choosing a thesis and organization

Requirements and advice for choosing a thesis and organization are the same as in your textbook. 

Supporting your thesis

Requirements and advice for supporting your thesis are the same as in your textbook.

FORMAT AND VISUAL DESIGN OF REVIEW
While your critical review’s organization will derive from your thesis, you will likely lay it out in a manner beyond traditional essay format, using illustrations, charts or side bars.  You may use photographs, for instance, to detail key features.  You may use a rating graphic as they do in Consumer Reports or as in the star system for movie reviews.  You may include a list of separately rated features, a chart comparing two similar designs, or a list comparing manufacturer’s specifications to the product as delivered.

Your document design may also be dependent on the requirements of the specific publication for which you have chosen to write.  Be sure to consult a publication’s contributor guidelines, if available. You may want to layout your review to mimic a page of the publication for which you are writing.

Remember: form follows function.  Do not include graphic elements simply because you can; ensure that each aspect of your document design supports your thesis.

................................................
Due Date
Assignment
04.04.06
Prewriting—Write a brief explanation of the product or design you intend 


to review.  Also include where you intend to “publish” your review, an 


example of a similar review in your target publication, a copy of the


publication’s contributor guidelines, and any other pertinent information 


that will help you to define this writing project, its purpose and your 


audience.

04.18.06
First Draft—Bring one hard copy for Fischer to section meeting.  Sometime before the revision is due, I would like to meet with each individual writer to develop a strategy for revision and improvement. The more complete this draft is, the better your revision will be.

05.11.06
Final Draft—Bring one hard copy for Fischer to section meeting. In addition to the final version of your review, you must include:



• First draft, with Fischer’s comments



• Prewriting you submitted 

Spring Quarter Persuasive Essay Criteria for Evaluation

Purpose/Audience
Does there appear to be a specific audience in mind?

Is it clear what the writer is attempting to achieve? 

Does the review have a controlling sense of purpose?

Aside from the fact that the writer must fulfill an assignment, why 

was it necessary to write this essay?
Thesis/Evidence

Is the thesis a statement?

Is the thesis focused?

Is the significance of the topic clear?

Is the evidence relevant to the thesis?

Is there enough evidence?

Review exhibits a mature level of thought: the ability to draw inferences and make analogies which show insight.

Organization

How is the review structured?

Are the connections between sentences and paragraphs clear?

Are transitions in place?

Do ideas flow logically?

Has unified organization with an apt introduction, graceful transitions, and a vigorous conclusion.

Access

Does the page layout reflect a arget publication?

Are section headings appropriate and well-formatted?

Do charts or graph convey relevant information?

Are charts and graphs logically arranged and laid out to ease access to information?

Photos and illustrations convey relevant and enlightening info.

Clarity/Tone

Is the review easy to understand?

Is sentence syntax clear; is it idiomatic English?

Is the tone reasonable, passionate, sincere, angry?

The essay uses variety in sentence structure, precise word choice, emphasis, figures of speech.

Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling, Format

Free from any serious errors in format or Standard English and from common weaknesses in writing (ineffective use of passive voice, inexact word choice, inappropriate shifts in tense and person, wordiness)
